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7 BASIC KNOTS
There are a number of knots that each cub should learn.  Here are 7 basic ones:
	
	Square 
The Square knot is the first knot you should learn as a cub.  This knot is also called the Reef knot and can also be referred to as a First Aid Knot because it is strong and can be easily undone and retightened again in cases of severe bleeding.
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	Sheer Bend
The Sheet Bend knot is the best for joining two ropes of different diameters together for a long rope. Similar looking to the square knot yet different in finishing.
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	Two Half Hitches
The Two Half Hitches knot is best remembered as the knot to be used at the top of a tentpole or tarp. It can be used in a variety of ways, and is reliable as it will not slip once tied properly. It can be tied to a ring, a tree, or a tarp or even the corner of a blanket without holes. It can take a great deal of strain and still be untied fairly easily.
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	Timber Hitch 
The Timber Hitch knot is a great knot to be used for pulling or dragging logs or bundles across the ground. The more strain put on this knot the tighter it will become. Yet it can easily be untied after you've reached your destination. 
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	Clove Hitch
The Clove hitch is the knot you should use at the beginning and finishing of most your lashings. The word clove comes from the word cleave which means to hold fast. The Clove hitch is one of the more commonly used knots.
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	Tautline
The Tautline knot is very similar to the Two Halfhitch and easy to remember by associating it with a knot to be used at the bottom of a tent. The word "Taut" meaning tight also helps for remembering this knot. Used in conjunction with the two half hitches it is great for securing a line that needs to pull something, or rather anchor it down. It can then be adjusted as needed to allow for slack or more tension.
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	Bowline Knot 

The Bowline knot is considered an excellent rescue knot. This knot forms a loop that does not slip.By placing the loop around the body it can be used to lift without constricting. In addition it can be tied with one hand in case of personal injury.
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