Native Rawhide Rattle
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Items Required:

· Rawhide*

· Heavy thread

· Leather punch (or hammer and nail)

· Leather Strap

· Beans (or small round stones)

· Stick

· Scissors (or leather shears)

· Sand

*a good place in Ottawa to get rawhide is Tandy Leather (1477 Triole St.)

Preparation:

If you are doing this craft at camp, do these steps the first day. (If doing as a regular meeting craft, the leaders should start with these steps the day before

1. Cut two balloon shaped pieces of rawhide (about 10-12 cm across)
2. Punch holes around the round edges of the rawhide (this is for lacing the rawhide together later).

3. Soak the rawhide in warm (or hot) water for 24 hours or until flexible.

Assembly (Part1):

Day 2: Once the rawhide is flexible…

4. Lacing the two pieces of rawhide together into a bag (leaving the neck open).
5. Fill the rawhide with sand (pack it in tight – the sand will hold the shape of the rawhide until it dries and hardens) 

6. Leave overnight to dry.

Assembly (Part2):

Day 3: Once the rawhide is dry and hardened again…

7. Dump out the sand (A quick rinse with water will clean out any sand that’s stuck)

8. Put some dried beans or round stones or whatever, into the rawhide.

9. Put a stick into the neck of the rawhide and tie tightly in place with a leather strap.

10. Finished! You can now decorate your rattle if you wish, but more importantly, you can start making music!
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